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The Directors of the Missionary Society, apprehending that some ac- 
count of their operations and prospects may be expected on these oc- 
casions, in order to excite a spirit of praise and prayer, offer the fol- 
lowing Extract from the Annual Report to the Society at large. 


As the mission to Otaheite was that which first engaged 
the attention of the Society, sw it has continued to be the 
subject of their particular care. By the arrival of the Roy- 
al Admiral, in July last, intelligence was received, that 
the nine Missionaries, sent out in that vessel had reached 
the island in good health, and were cordially received 
both by the brethren and the natives. At that time a gen- 
eral meeting of the Chiefs was expected ; and painful ap- 
prehensions of its consequences were entertained, asa spirit 
of disaffection to the chiefs had already discovered itself. 
‘By. a letter lately received, we learn that a civil war had ac- 
tually breken out, which exposed the brethren to imminent 
danger ; from which however, they were delivered by the 
seasonable interposition of Divine Providence, in the arri- 
val of two English ships ; for, by the assistance of our coun- 
trymen, Pomarre, the king’s father and principal chief, 
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was enabled to ebtain very important advantages over the 
insurgents, after he had been twice defeated by them, and 
nearly brought under the necessity of abandoning the island. 
‘The immediate occasion of this disturbance, was the sei- 
zure of a billet of wood by the chief Oteo, from the inhabit- 
ants of Attahooroo ; which billet they worshipped as their 
supreme divinity. —The loss sustained by the Missionaries 
in their gardens, fences, and cultivated grounds, was consi- 
derable ; but they:inferm us, that the werk of preaching the 
gospel! continaes ; and that the Lord so over-ruled the disor- 
dersof the island, that several hundreds of the natives obtain- 
ed an opportunity ef hearing the werd of salvation in conse- 
quence of them. One circuit thro’ the country had been 
taken just before the insurrection took place, and the gospel 
was preached in every district but one. ‘ In the midst of 


ape, in ae a Me ae 


ra é ——. SS Se Ss ee 

















WarKiess ain perpreagy, say ticy, —“we-sumietinres apap 
a gleam of hope, that God is humbling the people, and pre- 
paring them for a general reception of his word.”—Otoo 
himself had desired to hear the word of Jehovah; and 
assembled many of his subjects for that purpose. Heseems 
to have seme idea that there is but one God; and expresses 
ne dislike to what he heard. ‘The Society acknowledges 
the good hand of Ged in his protection of the Missionaries 
on this occasion, and anxiously hope to receive information 
of the resteration of tranquillity, and the progress of the 
gospel in that country. It is satisfactory to erflect, that this 
station has already become of considerable impertance to 
the colony ef New Seuth Wales, in supplying its increasing 
population with salt provisions ; and by means of the inter- 
course which takes place between the two countries, the se- 
curity of the brethren, as well as their estimation, among the 
natives, is likely to be premoted. 

We have two amiable young men, named Maydon and 
Oiy, about sixteen years of age underthe care of Dr. Oke- 
ley, of Mirfield ina Moravian school. ‘They have given 
pleasing evidence of improvement in the letters they have 
written, and the report received frem Dr. Okeley; and 
promise to be useful helpers to our Missionary brethren, and 
a blessing to their countrymen whenever they return to their 
native land; which we hope will not be very long delayed. 
We proceed, in the next place, to givea general idea of the 

Missions in Africa. 

About three years ago,- brother Manenberg, and others, 

were sent by this Society to Africa ; where they were taken 
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under the immediate protection of the South African Soci- 
ety. Brother Manenberg was appointed to labour among 
a congregation of Christians at Cape-Town ; and_.also to at- 
tend to the instruction of the Heathen, who are more nu- 
merous there than at any other place in the colony.. Here 
his labours have been abundantly blessed, especially to the 
. conversion of many of the Hottentots. 

Our next Missionary station is at Stellenbosch, about 


twenty miles from Cape-Town, and under the care of bro-. 


ther Bekkar. This devoted servant of Christ having for- 
merly resided in that place, and being much affected with 
the deplorable condition of the Heathen, offered himself 
for the Missionary work, and has been successfully engag- 
edin it. He has opened a school for the native children, 
about thirty of whom are instructed init: and it appears 
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tilat Several of the poor Heathen have joytully embraced the 
Saviour of sinners. 

Bastian Tromp, another native of Holland, sent out by 
this Society, began to exercise his ministry, about two 
years since, at a place called Waggon-makers’ Valley. 
Here he met with great opposition from. some mistaken 
persons, who misrepresented kis mission to the Governor, 
and would gladly have suppressed it; but General Dundas 
was so Well convinced of its beneficial tendency, that he 
gave him protection and encouragement. This faithful 
Missionary has continued to labour among different sorts 
of people—the Hottentots, Boschemen, and slaves from 
Mozambique ; in some of whom he hopes he perceives the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

The Missionary Kicherer is settled at Zak River, about 
nineteen days journey from the Cape (300 miles); where 
there is reasen to hope that his labours have been. blessed ; 
as also in several other places where he itinerated. He is 
assisted by a young man, whose conversion to God is the 
fruit of his ministry, and to whom he 1s affording such in- 
struction as may qualify him for future usefulness among 
the Heathen. 

Another Missionary station is at Graaf Reinet, where a 
considerable number ef the natives hear the word of life 
trom brother Vanderlingen. Here a piece ef ground has 
been given to the Society by the Commissioner Maynier, 
a distinguished friend and protector of the Missionaries. 

An English Missionary, of the name of Anderson, has 
been for more than two years eminently zealous and dili- 
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gent, especially near the Great Orange River. He has 
preached to great numbers of the Heathen of different na- 
tions; many of whom intreated that the word of salvation 
might be declared unto them. They behave in an affec- 
tioriate manner to brother Anderson and his interpreters ; 
and many of them had begun to learn to read. Some also 
give reason to hepe that spiritual impressions had been 
made on their minds. It afforded the Directors peculiar 
satisfaction to learn, that two commissioners, who had been 
appointed to survey and report the state of the colony, had 
visited this station, and expressed to government their per- 
suasion, that the exertions of the Missionaries would prove 
the most powerful means of civiliziag the natives, and tran- 
quillizing the colony. 

There are two other individuals employ ed 3 in the good 








work in Africa: one named Vester a-native or iunad, ine 





other a native of Mozambique, who had been sold asa 
slave ; but being converted, under the ministry of Mr. Vos, 
late of Rodesand, has discovered an,earnest desire to be in- 
strumental in the conversion of others : he is favoured with 
strong intellectual endowments, which, being now under a 

sanctified direction, are likely to be rendered extensively 
useful. He hasbeen placed under the care of the,Mission- 
ary Society at the Cape, that he maywse prepared tO. accom- 
pany other Missionaries te the populous regions of Mo- 
zambique. 

Our much revered and faithful brother, Dr. Vanderkemp, 
coniinues his apostolic labours in the Missionary field. He 
has removed from his former station at Graaf Reinet, to 
Algoa Bay, on the eastern coast, where a Missionary set- 
tlement seemed highly desirable, as likely to bring to- » 
gether a great number of the natives, and to accelerate 
both their civilization and religious imstructien. Such 
was the probable importance of this attempt, that it gained 
the most cordial approbation of Gevernor Dundas, who was 
pleased to honour Dr. Vanderkemp with great assistance in 
the execution of his plan. The missionary Read, a very 
distinguished young man, is united with the Doctor i in his 
labours at Algoa Bay. 

We have the pleasure of stating, that the Missionary So- 
ciety at the Cape continue te exert themselves with unabat- 
ing energy in promoting the Redeemer’s kingdom among 
the surrounding Heathen. ‘They persevere in their prayer- 
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meetings for this purpose, which they hold in a large build- 
ing erected for that use ; and are about to establish a Mis-' 
sionary Seminary. A similar institution is forming at 
Stellenbosch. 

With heartfelt delight we announced our persuasion, 
that, through the instrumentality of this Society, many 
thousands of the Heathen in Africa are now listening to the 
joyful sound of the gospel ; and that more than a few, who 
were afar off, are brought nigh by the blood of Christ. A 
considerable number of the rising generation are under be- 
neficial instruction, and forming for useful stations in civil 
society. An energy, before unknown, is observable in 
many of the Christian people; a desire to hear the gospel 
prevails among multitudes of the Heathen; and our Mis- 








sionaries are already enoaced in seach ribes Of men, 








whose name had scarcely reached us. Two more Mis- 
sionaries are about to depart from Holland ; men who have 
relinquished the enjoyments of civilized society to visit 
Africa; and spread, in regions almost ;unknown, the sweet 
savour of the name of Jesus. 

The faithful labours of Mr. Hillyard, in Newfoundland, 
have not been in vain. ‘Twenty-eight persons have been 
formed into a religious society; and about thirty young 
persons appear to be under spiritual concern. 

Two missions have been established in North-America. 
Mr. Bentom, who is settled at Quebec, assures us, that 
there are some precious souls, whose pious conduct obliges 
him to believe that they have been brought out of darkness 
into light by his means. Mr. Mitchell, also at New Car- 
lisle, in the Bay of Chaleur, informs us, that the work of 
the Lord continues to prosper in the midst of opposition. 
Two praying societiés have been formed amongst them ; 
and great attention paid to the rising generation. 

During the two past years the Society has manifested the 
commendable desire of endeavouring to build, on the ruins 
of the papacy in France, the divine edifice of pure Chrisii- 
anity; and as the most pewerful mean for that purpose, 
within their reach, was the eirculation of the holy Scriptures, 
they determined to consecrate a part of their funds to this 
object. Reflecting also on the awful effects of infidelity, 
they judged it might be of great use to connect with the 
Scriptures a vindication of their divine authority. This 
important service has been atchieved in the most satisfactory 
manner, by one of their highly respected members. 
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The treaty of peace between the two countries having 
renewed the means of personal intercourse, it was concluded, 
that a deputation to France was of great importance, not only 
in determining on the best mode of printing and circulating 
the New Testament and the Essay, but also in procuring 
such information on the state of religion in that country, as 
would enable the Society to form a judgment on the best 
means ef promoting the interests of true religion there. The 
result of this visit 1s generally known, and has produced a 
hope that the Protestant cause may seon rise from its ruins. 
‘The Directors have now the pleasure to announce, that the 
New Testament, the Essay, the Assembly’s Catechism, 
and some Tracts, are printed, and now in circulation in 
France, and will shortly be so in Italy. The necessity of 
publishing the Scriptures in those countries is proved, from 
the great difficulty which the deputation found in procuring 
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a STUIRIC copy o1 tie att aris > anu ticy alc imurmcu lac 
this is equally the case in Italy. ots 

The deputation having fully ascertained, that an ener- 
getic and evangelical ministry would be likely to be well at- 
tended and supported in Franee, they conceived that the esta- 
blishment of a Protestant church at Paris would be productive 
of the most beneficial effects. “The Rev. Mr. Tracy, who 
was then there, was requested to continue on the spot, to 
superintend the publications, and to make- enquiries res- 
pecting a suitable church. Information has been obtained, 
which proves the almost unlimited extent in which the Scrip- 
tures and Protestant writings may be circulated. At Bes- 
encon, in the south ; and at Arras, in the north, where, till 
lately, no Protestants were to be found, applications for 
Protestant ministers and churches have been made, and 
signed by 12,000 persons at the former place, and nearly as 
many at the latter ;—and although many churches have al- 
ready been given tothe Protestants, 900 congregations are 
still destitute, both of churches and pastors. Even in Bel- 
gium, the same disposition appears. 

Such are the extensive prospects which Providence has 
opened ; but, in proportion to the magnitude of the object, 
is the necessity of prudence in the pursuit of it; and as the 
measures of the Directors must be regulated by the political 
relations of the two countries, they wait for further light 
upon this interesting matter, and pledge themselves, that 
it shall meet that degree of attention which is consistent 
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with the general concerns of the Society, and especially 
with that regard to the Heathen world which is its most 
prominent and appropriate object. | 

Having stated the measures which have been taken dur- 
ing the last year, we shall briefly specify the objects which 
are upon their hearts to pursue hereafter. 

The Seminary at Gosport, under Mr. Bogue ; and that 
at Rotterdam, under the care of the Society there, contain 
the principal instruments at present in view to be employed 
in future missions. In the former, there are eight indi- 
viduals devoted te the service of our Lord ; one of whom 
is adapted for the communication of evangelical instruction 
in I’rance, others in India, and one to the Jews. Of these 
in the Rotterdam seminary, some are qualifted to strength- 
en the missions in Africa, others to introduce new ones in 


the island of Ceylon. The inhabitants of this great island 
funwards of 100 000) who hear the Christian name, and 
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have been for several years destitute of religious instruc- 
tion, were relapsinginto heathenism; but the Lord has in- 
clined the heart of brother Ringeltaube to seek out those 
wanderers, and bring them back to his fold. 

It will, doubtless, occur to those who take a suitable in- 
terest in the concerns of the Society, that the accomplish- 
ment of these great and numerous objects will, unavoidably, 
occasion a very increased expenditure of its funds :—in- 
deed, the disbursements of the last year have greatly ex- 
ceeded the income ; it is therefore earnestly hoped, that the 
bare intimation of the necessities of the institution, will 
produce that spontaneous liberality, which will render a 
more impressive address on this subject unnecessary. 

The Directors cannot conclude without expressing their 
satisfaction in the persuasion, that a just concern for the 
honour of the Redeemer, in the conversion of the Heathen, 
appears to increase among Christians ; and their humble 
hope that it will gradually diffuse itself among all the chur- 
ches, and produee the most beneficial effects. With sin- 
cere satisfaction they recognize the zeal and success of other 
societies aiming at the same stupendous object, earnestly 
uniting their common su pplications,- withthe Christian 
world at large, that the blessing of Heaven may attend them 
all. They cherish the hope that these are all effects of a 
Divine impulse,on the mind, and a part of the arrangements 
ofan infinitely wise and unerriag plan, which has deter- 
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mined the ultimate renovation of the world after a long 
season of darkness, depravity, and disorder, and is now in- 
troducing the dawn of that glorious period which is the fa- 
vourite theme of prophecy, and the grand consolation of the 
Christian church. While we endeavour to promote the 
approach of this desirable season by every means in our 
power, we cheerfully refer the event to Him who has re- 
served the times and the seasons in his own hands; who 
presides over the vast concerns of the universe; and who 
can command all its powers, intellectual or material, to ac- 
complish his pleasure and fulfil his word. ee 





EXECUTION OF THE EARL OF DERBY. 
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‘Tus Earl of Derby, according to an order of the court 


1 


mrartiah y Witicii tic was Seltenced to Dolton in Lan- 
cashire, was brought to that town with a guard of horse and 
foot, on the 15th of October, 1651, betwixt twelve and one 
o’clock, the people weeping, praying, and bewailing him 
all the way from his prison at Chester to the place of his 
death. | 
~ He was brought to a house in the town near the cross, 
where the scaffold was raised; and ashe passed by, said, 
Vento, Domine, Jum prepared to fulfil thy will, O my 
God: this scaffold must be my cross; blessed. Saviour, JI take 
zt up willingly, and follow thee. From thence going into a 
chamber with some friends and servants, he was advertised 
by the commander in chief, that he had till three of the 
‘clock allowed him to prepare for death ; for indeed the scaf- 
fold was not ready, the people ef the town and country gen- 
erally refusing to carry as much as a plank, or strike a nail, 
or lend any assistance to that work ; their cry being gene- 
rally in the streets, “* O sad day! O woful day! shall the 
good Earl ef Derby die here? Many sad losses have we had 
in this war, but none like unto this; for now the ancient ho- 
nour of our country must suffer here!” And to add to his 
trouble, most of the timber that built the scaffold was of the 
ruins of Latham House: but nothing could alter his Lord- 
ship’s resolution and courage ; for with a stedfast, comp¢s- 
ed, and cheerful countenance, he called the company which 
were present to prayers with him, wherein he shewed admi- 
rable fervency, and a kind of humble importunity with Al- 
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mighty God, that he weuld pardon his sins, be merciful to 
his suul, ana be gracious to this Jand, in restoring the king, 
laws, dnd liberty ; and that he would be a husband to his 
wife, a father to his children, and a friend to all that suffer- 
ed by his loss, or had been friends to him. 

Rising from prayer, he sat down with a very pleasing 
countenance, and assured the standers-by, that God had 
heard his prayers, which the blessed spirit of God witness- 
ed unto him in the present comforts he now felt in his soul : 
then he entered inte a discourse of his life, and beseeched 
God to forgive him the days and time he had mis-spent; ard 
said, it was his comfort, that although he had not walked 
so circumspectly as he ought to have done, yet he ever had 
asensé.of his sins, and a tender respect to all the services, 
servants, and oxticieds of his God ; and that he knew 








God had mercy for him, that he had_strengthened and 





comforted him against ail the terrors of death. 

After these and some other words to this purpose, he de- 
sired hisfriends, and the people by, to pray with him again, 
which when he had ended, 1 ising from his knees, he appear- 
ed fullysatisfied of a gracious return to his prayers, and ne- 
ver alter shewed any sadness in his countenance. 

His,next business was with his son the. Lord Strange, 
whor: he publicly ok, to be dutiful to his sad mother, 
affectionate to his distréssed brothers and gisters, and stu- 
dious of the peace of his country: but especially, said he, 
son, Icharge you, upon my blessing, and upen the blessing 
you expect fr om God, to be ever dutiful to your distressed mo- 

ther, ever obedient to her commands, and ever tender how 
you in any thing grieve or offend her: sheis.a person well 
énown to the most eminent personages of England, France, 
Germany, and Holland, noted for piety, prudence, and all 
honourable virtues ; and certainly, the more you are obedient 
to her, the more you willincrease in favour with God and man. 
Then he desired to be private in the room himself: where 
he was observed to be about half an hour upon his knees, 
with frequent interjections ef groans and sighs before his 
God. ‘Then, when he called the company in again, his 
eyes. witnessed to us, that he had abundantly mixed tears 
with his prayers. He told us, that he was very willing to 
leave the world, being assured by the testimony of God’s 
spirit, that he should be carried from trouble to rest and 
peace, from sorrow to joy, from life to death; and that 
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death had no bitterness in it to him, but that it took him from 
his dear wife and children, whom he humbly commended. 
to the protection and providence ef a better husband, anda 
better father; and that yet he did not doubt, but that the 
General, and they who*sat in the seat of authority, would 
make provision for them, hoping that his death might satisfy 
allthose who sought his life, whom he freely forgave, and 
desired God to dothe like. Then calling for his son, he 
took his leave of him, and blessed him. It would have 
grieved any one’s heart, though ever so hardened, to see 
the parting of him now with his son, and the day before 
with his two daughters, Lady Catharine, and belly Amely 
Stanley, upen the road betwixt Chester and Boiion. 

This ended, he called the officer, and told him he was 
ready. Inhis way to the scaffold the people prayed, and - 
wept, and cried aloud: to whom his Lordship, with a cheer- 








ful countenance and courteous humbleness, said, Good people, 
Ithank you, and I beseech you still pray for me, ‘and our bles- 
sed God return your prayers back into yaur ewn bosoms. 
The God of mercy bless you, the Son af Ged establish you in 
righteousness, and the Holy Ghost fill you with all comforts. 
Coming near the scaffold, he looked up, and said, Ged, J 
thank thee; I am not afraid to goup here, though "Tam to 
die there ; there are but these few steps to my eternity. ‘Then 
kissing the ladder, he went up, and saluted the people, and 
walked aturn er two upon the scaffold: then went to the 
east end of the scaffold, and pulle doff his hat, again salut- 
ing the people with a cheerful countenance, and spoke as 
follows : : 

“ T am come by the will of my heavenly father todie in this 
p.ace: and / thank God, I dowithall willingness and readiness 
submit to his most blessed will. As for my crime, as some 
are pleased to term it, which was objected against me by 
the council of war; my crime, I say, though I hope it de- 
serves a far better name, was, that [ came into my own 
country with my own lawful king. I came in obedience to 
his Majesty’s call, whom, by the laws both of God and of 
this land, [am bound to obey. Soif it be my crime, I 
have confessed it again before God, angels, and men ; that 
{ love monarchy as the best government, and I die for the 
love and honour I bear to my master, Charles the Second, 
whom I myself, in this country, proclaimed king. The 
Lord’ bless and preserve Lim, and incline the hearts of 
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father’s throne with honour and peace. As for my being i) 
in arms in the beginning of this war, I profess here, in the i 
presence of God, before whom, in a few minutes, I must il 
make account of this profession, I only sought for peace, a 
and to maintain the laws and settle the king my master in> tee 
his just rights; and now by his eneniies I am-adjudged to ee 
die by new and monstrous laws which make me an enemy : (i 
to my country for fighting for my country ; a traitor to the iM f 
laws for endeavouring to preserve them. ) 
“© But,O God! give me grace to consider him who suffer- : 
ed such contradiction of sinners ; and, O my God assert the ee 
king to his father’s throne, assert the laws to their former 4 
honour, and restore thy own religion in its purity ; that all a 
these shadows and false pretences of religion may vanish | 
away, and our children’s posterities may serve thee in spirit, 








those that have power in this nation to accept him to his te y 
i 
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** Good friends, I die for the ding, the Jaws of the land, at 
and the Protestant Religion maintained in the Church of : 
England; all which, as Iwas ready to maintain with my~ Oa 
life, so I cheerfully suffer for them in this welcome death. aa 
I am sentenced to death by a council of war, after quarter au 
for life, and assurance of honourable and safe usage by Cap- 
tain Edge. I had reason to have expected the council 
would have justified my plea, which hath been ancient, ho- 
nourable, sacred, and inviolable, until this time that Iam 
made the first suffering precedent: for i dare affirm it, 
that never gentleman before, in any Christian nation, was pat, 
adjudged to death by a council of war after quarter given. | 
Iam the first, and I pray God I may be the last precedent 
in this case. I must die, and 1 thank God Iam ready for 
it: death would now be my choice had I the whole world 
in competition with it. I leave nothing behind me which 
I much care for, but my king, my wife, my children, my 
friends, whom I trust the never failing mercies of my God 
will provide for : I beseech God shew mercy to those, who 
neither had mercy nor justice to me. My blessed Saviour 
taught me by his example and command, both to prav for 
my enemies, and to forgive my enemies :: I forgive them 
freely, even those that contrived my ruin, and pursued me 
to death. I thank God I never personally offended them 
to my knowledge in my life, and let me not offend against 
them at my death: I forgive them freely, and pray God 
for Christ’s sake to forgive them also. 7 
















ss 








— = 






25 3e RTS 


it 
SIC 










474 _ Execution of the Earl of Derby. 


“ Of my faith and religion I shall not, I hope, need to 
say much ; herein | hope my enemies, if now I have any, 
will speak forme. I profess my faith to be in God only, 
from whom [ look for my salvation through the precious 


merits and sufferings of my blessed Saviour Jesus Christ ; 


which merits and sufferings. I hope, are applied to my 
soul by the blessed spirit of comfort, the spirit of God, by 
whom {am assured, in my own soul, that my God is re- 
conciled unto mé in Jesus Christ my blessed Redeemer. 

“ IT die a dutiful son to the Church of England, as it was 
established in that blessed prince my late master’s reign, 
which all men of learning and temperance will acknowledge 
tobe the most pure and agreeable to the word of God, and 
primitive government, of any Church within twelve or thir- 
teen hundred years since Christ, and which (to my great com- 
Yort) I Jeft established in the Isle of Man ; God preserve it 
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there, and restore it to this nation. 

“And, O blessed God, I magnify thy name, that thou 
gavest me the happiness and mercy to be bornNin a Chris- 
tian nation, and in a nation where thy truth was professed 
in purity. With honour to thy name, and comfort to thy 
people, I ascribe the comforts of thy holy spirit, which I 
feel in my bosom, tothe ministry of thy word and sacra- 
ments conveyed unto me in thy Church, and made effectual 
by the operation of the same blessed spirit. In this faith I 
have lived, and in this I die: pray for me, and the God of 
mercies hear your prayers for me, and mine for you.” 

His | Speec hh was interrupted by the violence of the soldiers, 
who, for what cause is not known, suddenly rode up and 
down, cutting and slashing the people, kiling some and 
wo unding: many. 

Presently after the tumult was over, his Lerdship called 
for the headsman, and asked to see the axe; and taking it 
in his hand, said, Friend, I will net hurt it, and Lam sure 
zt. cannot hurt me; and then kissing it, said, JWethinks this 
isas a wedding-ring, which is as a sign I am to leave all 
the ie world, and eter nally to be married to my Saviour. Then 
putting his hand in his pocket, said to the headsman, ere, 
friend, take these two ) preces, all that I have ; thou must be my 
priest, I pray thee do thy work well and effectually. Then 
handling the rough furred coat the headsman had on, This, 
ays he, will be troublesome to thee, I pray thee put it cf, and 
as [ putoff this garment of my flesh, that 
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is now so heavy for my soul. Then some of the standers-by 
bade the headsman. kneel and ask his Lordship’s pardon ; 
bat he did not and was surly and crabbed : but his Lordship 
said, Friend, I give thee the pardon thou wilt not ask, and 
God ‘forgive thee also. ‘Then turning up his eyes to heaven, 
said aloud, How long, Lord, how long? ‘Then gently pas- 
sing over the scaffold, and seeing one of his chaplains on 


horseback among the people, Good Sir, said he, pray for | 


me, andthe Lord return your prayers into your own bosom, 
and I pray remember me kindly to your brother, and God re- 
member him for his love to me and mine. 

Then turning towards his coffin, Thou art, said he, my 
bridal chamber, in thee I shail rest without a guard, and sleep 
without solders. 

Then looking towards the block, he asked, if all were rea- 
dy: That, said he, methinks is very low, and yet there i is 
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to the people, he saluted them, and desired again ete 
prayers ; saying, J see your tears, and hear your sighs, 
and groans, ahd prayers. The God of heaven hear and grant 
your supplications for me, and mine for you, and = medias 
tion of Christ Fesus for us all. 

Here his Lordship caused the block to be sama that he 
might loek upon the Church, saying, Whilst I am here I 

will look towards thy holy sanctuary, and Jknow that within 
a few minutes, I shall behold thee my God and King in thy 
sanctuary above ; under the shadow of thy wings shall be my 
rest, till this calamity be over-past. Then he pulled of his 
blue garter and sent it to his son, and pulling off his 
deahlee with a very religious cheerfulness, he:said, Jcome, 
Lord Fesus, and O come thou quickly, that Imay be with thee 
for ever. Upon this he said, Pray tell me how I must lie ; 
Ihave been called a bloody man, yet truly Inever had the curi- 
osity to seeany man put to death in peace ; then laying him- 
self down on the block, after a few minutes he rose again, 
and caused the block to be a little removed; then said to 
the headsman, Friend, remember what I stsid to thee; and 
be no more afraid to strike than I to die; and when I put up 
my hand, do thy work. So looking round about upon his 
friends and the people, he said, Ihe Lord bless you all, and 
once more pray for me and. with me; at which words he 
kneeled down, and prayed privately within himself, with 
great sighing, about half a quarter of an hour,’ concluding 
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with the Lord’s Prayer ; then rising up again, he said, (smil: 
ingly) My soul is now at rest, and so shall my body be immedi- 
ately. Lhe Lord bless my king, and restore him to his right 
tn this kingdom, and the eed bless this kingdom, and restore 
them to their rights in their king, that he and they may join 
hand in hand ta settle truth and peace ; and ‘the Lord bless 
this country, and this town, and this people. The Lord com- 
Sort my sad wife and children, and reward all my friends 
with peace and happiness, both here and hereafter ; and the 
Lord forgive them who were the cause and authors of this my 
sad end and unjust death ; for so it is to mankind, though be- 
fore God I deserve much worse: but I hope my sins are all 
bathed in the blood of Fesus Christ. So laying his neck 
upon the block, and his arms stretched out, he said these 
words : 
Blessed be God’s glorious name for ever andever. Let the 

whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen amen 





At which words he gave’the headsman the sign; but he 
either not observing it, or not being ready, stayed too long, 
so that his Lordship rose up again, saying, * Why do you 
keep me from my Saviour? What have I done that I die 
not, and that I may live with him! Once more I will lay 
myself down in peace, and.so take my everlasting rest.’ 
Then saying, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly, he stretched 
out his arms, and gave the sign, repeating the same words: 

Biessed be God’s glorious name for ever and ever. Let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, amen. 

Then lifting up his hand, the executioner did his work 
at one blow, all the people weeping and crying, and giving 
all expressions of grief and lamentation. 





ON THE MOST PROBABLE 
SUBJECTS OF CONVERSION. 


I nave frequently heard it advanced, That a profligate 
sinner is more likely to become the subject of conversion 
than one of a more decent and moral cast. But I think the 
sentiment is supported neither by scripture nor general ob- 
servation, and that it is pregnant with pernicious and dan- | 
gerous consequences. “he ground of the opinion has gen- 
erally been, that a moral man, if unconverted, is ntcessa- 
iilv a self-righteous shan, and as such more hard to be con- 
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vinced of his sins than an open and profligate sinner. But 
this argument appears in every view fallacious ; for first I 
conceive, that a profane man is likely to be as much under 
the influence of a self-righteous spirit, natural to all, as a 
more moral man. I admit, indeed, thata moral man may, 
and generally does, make a righteousness of his defective 
morality. But the gressest sinner will do the same; he 
will labour to bring the law of God down to his own stand- 
ard, however low : in the absence of all positive goodness 
he will pride himself on his negative merit, and where both 
fail, substitute a name of religion, or even a descent from 
a pious ancestor in the place of true religion ; and to these 
delusory pleas he will adhere with so much pertinacity as 
makes it very difficult to convince him of the evil of his 
ways. Noman, indeed, can be in the habit of sin in any 
degree, but, in that degree, his heart becomes _hard. his 








conscience seared, his views of the evil of sin and of the 
law of God low and inadequate ; and he whe thus reduces 
the obligations and extent of the Jaw of God, can easily sup- 
pose himself capable of performing a righteousness com- 
mensurate with them. 

A text frequently adduced in support of the sentiment in 
question is, Matt. xxil. 31, “ Publicans and harlots, &e.” 
Now the very turn of the expression here used evinces, 
that these are characters by no means the most likely to 
embrace the Gospel, yet that there are those who are even 
more averse to itthanthey. But whoare these ? Suchas, 


like the Pharisees of old, who were in general gross hypo-. 


crites, are under the jpfluence of principles of a ten- 
dency still more fatal. Mr. Henry observes on this passage, 
“ An hypocrite is more hardly convinced than a gross sin- 
ner;” and surely an hypocrite is a more abandoned cha- 
racter than the grossest sinner who makes no profession of 
religion. ‘The text, therefore, no more proves the point 
for which it is adduced than it would have done had it de- 
clared, that even publicans and harlots enter into the king- 
dom of God before assassins. 

The Pharisees of old were at once hypocritical and self- 
righteous ; and from this latter circumstance it has probably 
arisen, that the term Pharisee has been applied to alidescrip- 
tions of persons who bear this one mark of resemblance to 
them, however in other respects they may differ from them ; 
and the name being once ‘applied, all the scriptures which 
mention it are readily applied too. 
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Let us consider a moment the tendency of the sentiment 
in question. ‘There was a time when the profligate sinner, 
though born of the principles of corrupt nature, hadnot 
run into that habit of profligacy in which he is now involvec. 
Was he then in a less desirable state, or less likely to be- 
come the object of divine grace than at present? If so, he 
has done well that he has gone so far inte iniquity, and he 
will do well to continue therein, for on the absurd hypothe- 
sis we are now examining, every step he takes brings him 
probablynearer to God. And what im this case, is the awful 
dilemma in whicha minister of the Gospel stands? From 
_the minister of righteousness he must become the minister 
of sin, and do evil that good may come ; ior when he can- 
hot convince a moral man of his stas, it appears to be his 
duty, inorder to vlace him inthe most favourable situa- 
tion for conversion, to bring him off from self-righteous- 





ness by persuading him to practice grosser sins. If one 
degree should not succeed he must be taught to proceed to 
a greater, tillhe arrives at the highest pitch of presumptu- 
ous iniquity. 

This argument might also be illustrated from the nature 
of the moral government of God. Allowing the fullest 
exercise to the divine sovereignty, would it not appear to 
reflect on the conduct of a moral governor, in selecting the 
objects of mercy froma world of rebels, to choose princ fu 
pally and for the most part such as were the most atrocious 
and abandoned. It might evidently comport well with his 
wisdom, equity, and goodness, to select some such, as an 
encouragement to others to return to their allegiance ; and 
to hold out this great lesson, that no degree of sin will be 
a bar to the restoration of the sincere penitent to the favour 
of God ; but it by no means follows, that the profligate sin- 
ner has any advantage for becoming atrue penitent. The 
matter might also be safely referred to the impartial obser- 

vation of every individual. 

We have not here adverted to the powerof the Holy Ghost, 
which alone is equal to the conversion ofthe most decorous, 
as well as the most profligate sinner, because it will be ad- 
mitted not to belong tothe argument; -the conversion ot 
both being alike easy to divine power*. All for which we 


* It. may, however, be worthy of enquiry, whether the sentiment in 
question does not take its rise in underrating either the evil of “spirit- 
ual wickedness,” or the power of the holy spirit in convincing the mind 
of thema equally with sins of a grosser nature. 
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contend is this, that there are gradations in sin ; that every 
step we take in its course takes us farther from Godand nearer 
to destruction ; and that it becomes us to be very cautious 
how we indulge the thought ourselves, or hold it out to 
others, that a state of great and aggravated sin is attended 
with any advantage for the, reception of divine grace, or, 
which appears nearly the same thing, that it is proper to 
continue in sin, that grace may abound. | ie 








ON THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF MEN FOR ERRCRS 
ARISING FROM PREJUDICE, 





Pp REJUDIGE consists, says Dr. Johnson, in judgment form- 
ed betore-hand without examination. In order to include 











all its shades and degrees, it might, 1 think, be better de- 
fined to be judgment formed in whole or in part without due 
examination. It is acknowledged to be a most general and. 
fruitful source of error, and if it were allowed to be univer- 
sally a legitimate excuse for the errors to which it gave 
birth, a very great proportion of those whe embrace false 
systems and opinions would be sheltered trom responsibil- 
ity: Prejudice might be pleaded in favour of the great 
mass, probably of Socinians and Artans, but certainly, [ 


think, of Roman Catholics, Mahommedans, and Idolaterss; . 


for the number of those, who profess to adopt principles in 
religion which they £no0w to be false, or who adopt false 
principles from real inability, through a natural defect of 
understanding, to discover their falshood, is probable very 
small, compared tothe number who are misled by prejudice. 

In order to discover whether prejudice is ever a just ex- 
cuse for error, it isnecessary to enquire; whether it may 
ever be said to be itself innocent. [f innocent, its natural 
and necessary effects will be so also ; but if always criminal, 
it is clear that the errors, which arise from it, must partake 
of its nature. 

Men are led to embrace opinions without due examina- 
tion—ist. By thoughtlessness, and a want of attention and 
scrutiny.—2ndly. By following the guidance of inclination 
and passion rather than-that of reason.—3rdly. By undue 
deference to authority. These then are the sources of pre- 
Judice, and they must be separately considered. 

3 8B 
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Let. At thoughtlessness and a want of attention to evi- 
dence, and of. industry in searching for it, were allowable — 
pleas, multitudes who ‘live without God. in the world,” 
and refuse to listen to the Gospel of his Son, would have. a 
very sufficient excuse to offer. Nothing can be more clear, 
than that all are bound to make a good use of the faculties 
which God has given them. Jf men, therefore, form opin- 
ions, and adopt principles, on light grounds, when they 
have ability and opportunity for more satisfactory Imvestiga- 
tion, they cannot be acquitted of blame, and are justly 
chargeable with the errors into which they have been led by 
their negligence. 

2ndly. But supposing the mind to turn earnestly to the 

subject of enquiry, much will depend on the temper with 
which it approaches it. It is evident, that whoever, is de- 
sirous of deciding wisely, must reason calmlv. and keen 








oat of sight as much as possible, during the process of i in- 


vestigation, both his wishes and feelings. Numbers, how- 
ever, instead of endeavouring to emancipate themselves 
from their influence, when examining principles of conduct, 

take them for their guides, and make little use of reason 
but ers and vindicate the conclusions to which these 
guides \ea\l thm. Now, except it be allowable to pervert 
the faculty ‘of Neason, and thereby to be guilty of a greater 
abuse of th divine: ‘bounty, than he was, who hid his talent 
in a napkin \ such a procedure cannot be innocent, nor con- 
sequently thQertors to which it leads. This is true even 
when the best affections are indulged to the degradation of 
reason. When the worst are suffered to assume the reins, 
and lead the understanding captive, the guilt is of course 
prodigtously agp\avated. 

But even when the predominant wish is not, as in the 
case which has been considered, to indulge inclination, but 
to discover the truth, and to avoid every thing likely to*be- 
wilder and mislead in the search after it, the affections of 
the heart will generally interfere more or less in the province 
of reason, and often in so greata degree as to lead to very 

important pr rejudices and errors. 

Even in the most sincere and devoted servants of Christ, 
the conquest over the ‘Justs of the flesh is gradual. Sin, it 
is true, no longer rezens in their mortal bodies ; but, though 
vonqgered, it perpetually rebels, and disturbs the exercise 
both of holy affected and of reason. In the first periods 
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ef a Christian life, and at those times, in its subsequent 
stages, when temptations have more than usual power, it 
generally happens that some prejudices and false opinions 
are discoverable, which may be distinctly traced to this 
source ; and though like the remains of corruption from 
which they spring, they may be compatible with a state of 
grace, yet no one can suppose them to be devoid of guilt. 
But the Christian is liable to be misled in his reasonings, 
‘not enly by unhallowed affections, but by those which are 
more spiritual. The eyes of a good man are often blinded 
by his love of public worship, and of Christian society. His 
love of these almost necessarily attaches itself strongly to the 
mode of worship to {which he has been used, and to those 
Christian friends who have gone hand- in-hand with him in 
his religious course ; and this attachment is frequently so 
great and so nartial, that, with a sincere wish to be fair 
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and candid, he can scarcely see any faults in either the one 
or the other, or any very attractive merits in other modes 
of divine wership, or in Christians of other denomination3. 
It would be easy to shew by familiar instances, that paren- 
tal and conjugal love, the love of a people for their minister, 
and other amiable affections, even when brought “ into sub- 
jection to the obedience of Christ,’ are very common- 
ly pregnant sources of prejudice. Scripture affords many 
instances in point. What prejudiced Moses against the 
office God assigned him, of going to his countrymen as a 
deliverer? Chiefly, as it should seem, his humility. "What 
induced Peter to call in question the propriety of the divine 
command, to kill and eat of the animals let down to him in 
the great ‘sheet in his vision? His love ef that svstem of 
purity, which his God, whom he layed, had established. 
What led the disciples of Christ so long to question and 
disbelieve his declarations, that he should suffer death and 
rise again? Their warm love for their divine master was a 
leading cause of their unbelief. 

The young and the sanguine, especially while Christian 
affections are yet new to them, are apt to give the reins to 
their feelings. They are but imperfectly aware how neces- 
sary it is, that they should be restrai ined when reason is called 
upon to investigate and decide; and the restraint-is so irk- 
some to them, that, imperfect as their theory may be on this 
point, their practice is far more imperlect: nay it is not 
uncommon to meet with persons of this description, who ap- 
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ear almost to assume a merit from not being &d/e to do their 
duty in this respect. They are so ferceaden with the love- 
liness and value of holy affections, that they are disposed to 
be pleased with every thing which tends to prove their re- 
ality and warmth in their own bosoms ; and nothing ap- 
pears to do this In a more striking manner than an inability 
to restrain such affections. If, however, they continue true 
to their God, his spirit by degrees corrects these irregular- 
ities ; order and harmony triumph more and more over dis- 
cordance and confusion in the inner man ; and the unsteady 
and meteorlike: splendours of uacontrouled affections are 
exchanged gradually for an uniform and genial sunshine of 
soul, which, theugh less brilliant, is far more potent in its 
operation ; and, instead of dazzling, guides and cheers its 
possessor. 

It surely would be too much to say, tha 





class which has been last under consideration, are blameless. 
If they were, it would not be a duty (as it clearly is) to strive 
against them. ‘Though thie least criminal perhaps of any, 
they must be ranked “aiviong those * secret faults,” from 
which we ought to pray daily: to be cleansed. 7 
3rdly. Those prejudices, which may be ascribed to undu 
deference to authority, are next tobe considered. 

A great part of human knowledge rests on authority 
as its proper basis. History, in all its branches, whether 
f past or of present times, can have scarcely any other 
fae aie: In matters of science also, and in almost all 
subjects which require nmuch research, the great mass of 

mankind can neither obtain knowledge, nor form opinions, 
but (chiefly, if not entirely ;) on the ground of authority. If, 
therefore, in settling points of duty, an improper reliance is 
net placed on this source of knowledge, nor on the opinions 
derived from it; and if receurse is had to such other means 
of information as are accessible to the enguirer, all is well, 
No more than a proper and legitimate use is made of au- 
thority, and a man is not responsible for the errors into 
which it may lead him: indeed , opinions so forméd and held 
ought not to be denominated prejudices. The examination 


‘On’ which thew are founded forms a basis sufficiently broad 


for their support. | 

But reverse the case, and the conclusion, as to the res- 
ponsibility of the individual, must be reversed also. An 
opinion which rests ona blind, or undue, deference to au- 
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thority is evidently destitute of a just foundation ; and, if 


erroneous, the error is chargeable on those who entertain it. 
Their criminality will vary according to circumstances, and 
vary very greatly ; but still, under all circumstances, they 
must be pronounced guilty of not having made a proper 
use of their reason. 

Thus, prejudices having their rise in thoughtlessness and 
want of attention, or in the influence of passion or inclina- 
tion, or in an improper deference to authority ; the errors 
to which they give birth, though by no means all equally 
culpable, yet all bear the stamp of criminality more or less 
deeply impressed. 

‘¢ What a severe judge have we here,” cry some of your 
readers, Mr. Editor, ‘t he would condemn all the world.” 


” 


And it is, Sir, because the world is so ready to acquit her-. 


self. iota alti laden with cuilt, and because true Chris- 











tians are se frequently seduced by her into a degree of ac- 
quiescence in some of her false maxims, that I think 3 it ne- 
cessary to treuble you on this subject. 

, Is itnecessary to shew to what extravagant and ridiculous 
lengihs the world pushes her false candour, in what regards 
the conduct of men towards their God? She willallow a 
man to be of what sect he pleases ; to be a Socinian, an An- 
tinomian, a Roman Catholic, a Gentoo, or even to be of no 
religion whatever, and she will be most liberal in her apol- 
ogies for him, provided he will but let her alone. If he 
disturb her quiet by endeavouring to point out her faults, 
and to propagate his own opinions, he immediately falls un- 
der her condemnation ; but let him only abstain from this, 
and she will repay the civility by pronouncing all his errors 
void of guilt. ‘To support the honour of God, and the right 
of his sovereignty, “ is not in all her thoughts.” 

But if the world is thus disposed to * call evil good” 
when she does not conceive her own interests to be concern- 
ed, let Christians be on their guard against the contagion 
of her example. While they watch over themselves with 
a holy jealousy, and are exact “ their own defects to scan,’ 
let them cherish a warm love for all their fellow- -creatures, 
and entertain as favorable an opinion of others as circum- 
stances will admit: but, atthe same time, let them steadily 


* The above remarks may serve to guard from misconception or abuse 
an allusion to errors arising from prejudice, which appeared in the very 
able paper of your respectable correspondent J. M. Vol. I. p. 758 
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maintain right principles in their full extent, and never com- 


pliment man by softening down any part of the law of 
God. [Chr. Obs. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 


FIRST RIPE FRUITS, 
BEING A COLLECTION OF TRACTS, 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, — 
TWO SERMONS. 


By the Rev. Joun M- Mason, A. M. New-York ; with a short 
Memoir of the Author. 


a oe 


I HE strange title which is given to this volume, we have 
no doubt, will prove attractive to a certain description of 





readers: it Operated differently upon our minds, producing 
a disinclination to go beyond the title page. This prejudice, 
however, we acknowledge to have been unreasonable ; for, 
ona perusal of the work, we found itto reflect credit on the 
author as an orthodox ‘diving an acute reasoner, and an 
able declaimer ; and to bear the marks of a strong and vigor- 
ous mind, deeply imbued with piety. 

We cannot help wishing, that the editor, whoever he is, 
had also spared the memoir which stands in front of this col- 
lection ; not because we think Mr. Mason unworthy of the 
praise bestowed upon him, but because we are decidedly of 
opinion, that the practice of publishing biographical sketches 
of the living, a practice which we are sorry to say gains 
ground among some classes of religionists, ought to be pro- 
scribed as improper and hurtful. These animadversions, 
however, respect the editor and not the author. 

Nearly one half of the volume consists of a Series of letters 
wr itten to prove the duty of a fr equent attendance at the 
Lord’s table, in which the author ably and successfully com- 
bats the unreasonable prejudices which have prevailed in the 
Scotch Church om this subject*. A funeral oration on the 
death of Washington is a flowery piece of declamation ; but 
the tract which we prefer, both on account of the closeness 

* We could not help smiling at an instance of the power of prejudice 


in the author hienses$; while he is combating the prejudices of others. 
‘‘ We,” says he, speak ing of the Presbyterian Church, ‘* reject ma 


maass the corruption of Popery, and of her ape prelacy.”” 
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ef the argument and the vigour of the composition, is a warn- 
ing addressed to Christians on the election of a president. 
Here the author establishes, by evidence too strong to be 
evaded, the infidelity of Mr. Jefferson, which was denied 
by his political adherents ; and calls upon his fellow Chris- 
tians, ina strain of bold and manly eloquence, to do their 
duty to their country and to their God by opposiag his pre- 
tensions. Itisa proof, we fear, of the low state of reli- 
gion in America, that Mr. Mason’s warning voice should 
have been disregarded ; and that Mr. Jefferson, one of the 
acts of whose administration has been to invite and welcome 
the arch infidel Paine to the bosom of his country, should 
have been chosen president. 

In the two sermons, if we make allowance for a style ex- 
cessively florid and rhetorical, and dor occasional vulgarisms 
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possibly Ang glo-A mericanisms*) there is_ much ta pleace— 


and to edify. The one entitled “ Living Faith,” isa very 
impressive piece of practical divinity. tt was preached be- 
fore a society, in Edinburgh, for the relief of the destitute 
sick. The following extract from it will afford a specimen 
of the author’s style, and of his power over the fechings of 
his audience. 

‘© This evening preacnts you with an opportunity of shew- 
ing that faith worketh by love. The society, on whese ac- 
count I address you, carry, in their very name, a resistless 
2.68 to the sentiments of men’ and of Christians. Devot- 

ing their labours to ‘ the relief of the DgsTITUTE sICK,’ 
they have sought out and succoured, not here and there a 
solitary individual, but scores, and hundreds and thousands 
of them that were ready to perish. Sickness, though soit- 


ened by the aids of the healing art, by the sympathy of 


friends, and by every external accommodation, is no small 
trial of patience and religion. But to be both sicx and 
DESTITUTE igone of the bitterest draughts in the cup of 
human misery. Far from me be the attempt4o harrow yeur 
feelings with images of fictitious woe. Recital must draw 
a veil over a large portion of the truth itself. I barely men- 
tion that the mass of sorrow, which you are called to alle- 
viate, appears in as many forms as there are affinities 
ameng men. 
* Is there in this assembly a father, the sons of whose 

- youth are the stay of his age, and the hope of his fanmly? 


= 


e.g. ‘* let us test this dogma by plain fact,”’ ‘‘ at an infinite remove,” 
‘an act of nafed trust,” &c. 
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In yonder cell lies a man of grey hairs, crushed by poverty, 
and tortured by disease. His children are scattered abroad, 
or have long since descended into the tomb. The sound of 
‘father’ never salutes his ear: he is a stranger in his own 
country: his only companions are want and anguish. 

“ Is there here a wife of youth encircled with domestic 
joys? or is there one whose heart, though solaced witha 
thousand outward blessings, calls back the aching remem- 
brance of the loved relation? Behold that daughter of grief. 
The fever rankles in her veins. She has no partner, dearer 
than her own soul, on whose breast she may recline her 
throbbing head. Her name is wipow. Desolate, forsaken, 
helpless, she is stretched on the ground. The wintry biast 
howls through her habitation, and famine keeps the door. 

‘“¢ Is there a mother here, whose eyes fill in the tender- 
ness of bliss, while health paints the cheeks of her little off- 





ralcty OT Tittali= 
tine simplicity : 71 plead for a mother, the toil of whose 
hands was the bread ofher children. The bed of languish- 
ing destroysher strength, and their sustenance. ‘ ‘The son 
of her womb’ turns pale in her feeble arms, her heartis wrung 
with double anguish, while, unconscious of the source of 
his pain, he cries for bread, and there is none to give it. 


‘* Is there here a man of public spirit, who exults in the 
return of plenty and of peace? (Nov. 1801.) Let him 
think of those who suffer under the stern arrest of hunger 
and disease. Let him think that this wretchedness belongs 
to the wife and family of the soldier, who has fought the 
battles of his country. ‘The messenger of peace arrives: the 
murmur of the crowd swells into ecstacy: their shout echoes 
through the hiils, She raises her drooping head and hears 
not that her friend and helper is at, hand, but that herself 
is a widow, and her children fatherless. “The blood of her 
husband, and of their father, has flowed for the common 
safety. He shall never return. 

“ Is there a Christian here, who knows how to do good 
into all, but especially to them that are of the household of 
faith ? ‘Among these afflicted, who are sinking under their 
infirmities and Aave not where to lay the:r heads, are some 
to whom the celestials minister, and_who are fellow heirs 
with Christinglory. state the facts: Luse no arguments : 
Tleave the result with your consciences, your hearts, and 


your God.” 
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Prraviaes} it may not be improper to mention, that seasons 
of special prayer, for the success of the gospel, have been 
recommended by the Assembly, and observed by many of 
their congregations ; that there is reason to believe that a 
prayer hearing God hath graciously regarded, and answered 
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Having thus given a short statement of the missionary 
undertaking, as far as the immediate influence of the Assem- 
ly is concerned, we will now very briefly notice the other 
ea 8Y. of a similar kind, in the United States. 
The Synods of Virginia, of Pittsburgh, of Kentucky, 
i of the Carolinas, are all employed in this important 
work. These Synods are connected with, and under the 
care Of, the Assembly. But, from local circumstances, it 
has been judged expedient that they should manage the 
missionary business separately from the Assembly*, and 
some of them have manifested a most commendable zeal i in 
the cause. Fromthe western commission of the Synod of 
Virginia nine missionaries were sent forth during the last 
year. Three of these have gone to the Indians. They 
have also sent a young man, of pious character, among the 
heathen, to instruct them in agriculture, and to make in- 
struments of husbandry for their use. The commission of 
Synod are likewise instructing a native Indian youth, who 
has lately become pious, with a view to his being an inter- 
preter, and in due time a preacher of the gospel among his 
people. 
The friends of vital piety will probably be gratified by our 


departing from our main purpose here, so far as to state 


* At the last meeting of the Assembly, the sy nod of Ke ntucky, at 
theirown request, were connected with the General Assembly in the 


business of missionaries. 
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that in the bounds of these synods, comprehending parts of 
the States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, there 
has been for some time past, and still continues to be, one 
of the most wonderful displays of divine power in the con- 
version ef sinners, that perhaps has been witnessed since 
the Apostolicage. We cannot go into a detail of particular 
circumstances. But the appearances are astonishing, and 
the effects of the work have already been such as to puta 
new aspect on the state of society. Many thousands, it is 
hoped, have been added unto the Lord, as well as to his 
church. 

2. The missionary society. of New-York. This was in- 
stituted in the year 1796. Its design is to gospelize the 
heathen ; and it confessedly owes its origin to the spirit 
which, for some years past, has been manifested in Europe 





to carry on this great and benevolent enterprize. ~LDhey 
have considerable funds. One of their missionaries, with 
his son as a school-master, is permanently established among 
the tribe of Chicasaw Indians, and with some prospects of 
success. ‘There are, indeed, eighteen persons in all, who 
have gone out with the mission, and who are expected in 
various ways to co-operate in carrying its design into effect. 
This society have likewise sent a mission among the Seneca’ 
‘Indians, by whom he was received with great cordiality. 
When the missionary returned, the Indians sent a request 
to the society to be farther instructed, and also that some of 
their own youth might be taken, and educated so as to be 
able to teach their countrymen both the principles of the 
Christian religion and the arts of civilized life. This socie- 
tyy in a word, promises to be extensively useful. 

3. The Northern missicnary society. ‘This was founded 
in the year1797. They have likewise made laudable exer- 
tions to promote Indian missions. ‘They have made pre- 
parations for sending a minister of the gospel and a school- 
master, to the Oneida nation, or tribe. ‘They have con- 
siderable funds: and the Indians themselves have made a 
donation of land to the society. 

4. ‘he missionary society of Connecticut. This was in- 
stituted in the year 1798. It is composed of representatives 
from the congregational associations in the whole State, 
who choose a board of trustees for the management of their 
concerns. Their funds, arising from voluntary contribu- 
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tions, are respectable. ‘The number of their missionaries 
in ayear, has been as large as twelve or thirteen. They 
have.been as successful as the missionaries of the General 
Assembly, with whom they.act in concert, in spreading the 
gospel among the white inhabitants, on the frontiers of the 
country. They have also sent a minister of the gospel and 
a, scheol-master, as missionaries, among the Chipeway 
Indians. | 

5. The society for propagating the gospel among the In- 
dians and others in North America. This was instituted 
at Boston, in the state of Massachusetts, in the year 1787, 
in consequence of a commission being granted to certain 
gentlemen in that town, from the seciety in Scotland, for 
propagating Christian knowledge. Stimulated by this cir- 
cumstance, a number of pious and public spirited individu- 
als associated, and took the title given at the ‘beginning of 


an 





this article. [hey have had at their command funds toa 
pretty large amount, obtained frem collections made from 
churches and individuals of that state, as well as from testa- 
mentary bequests of zealous ehristians. Inthe year 1798 
they had three missionaries among the Indians. - They had 
likewise a number of schools, in which the Indians were 
taught to.read ; and they had obtained the translation of a 
catechism into the Indian language, which was printed and 
distributed among those who were able to use it. Beside 
this, they had given away more than five hundred velumes 
of Seahin to such of the Indians as had been taught, or were 
learning to read. 

They have also sent out several missionaries te preach 
the gospel to the white.inhabitants, in the destitute parts of 
the state ; and have distributed more than eight thousand 
volumes of pious books to the poor people, among whom 
the missionaries have laboured. Considerable success both 
among the Indians and the white people, has rewarded the 
exertions of this society. 

G6. The Massachusetts missionary society. ‘This was in- 
stituted in the year 1799, and is yet in its infancy. Its 
funds, however, are encreasing, and in the summer of the 
year 1800 they had appoined four missionaries. 

7. There are two other missionary societies in the state 
of Massachusetts, as well as one in the state of New-Jersey, 
of whose funds, efforts and prospects we regret that we are 
not yet able to make a statement. 
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. The Moravian brethren, or society of the Unitas Fra- 
Dont Of this institution itwill be necessary to say but little, 
as their own account of the success of their missions is 
printed, and is well known to the Christian world. In this 
country they have not been less zealous than in other re- 
gions. Their labours among the Aboriginal nations of this 
continent have not only been unwearied, but probably more 
successful, than those of any other society of Christians. 

9, ihe Baptists i in the United States have been both zea- 
lous and successful in preaching the gospel among those who 
are perishing for lack of knowledge. On the frontiers of 
our country their exertions have been vigurous, and the 
effect of them great. They have not at present any person 
employed on an Indian mission. But among the black 
people in the southern part of the American union, they have 
a large number in the communion ef their church. In the 





State of Georgia, in particular, they have two or three re- 
gularly organized churches, composed wholly or chiefly 
oi the Africanrace. They are also making arrangements 
to extend still more widely and systematically their mis- 
Sionary efforts. 

10. The Westlean or Arminian methodists have been 
second to none in zeal and industry, in carrying the gospel 
to all who are deprived of it, except the Indians. Among 
the blacks and the poor people of European descent, whe- 
ther in the interior, or on the borders of these states, perhaps 
none have been so frequently as they the pioneers of reli-. 
gion ; and their ardent and unwearied exertions have ad- 
ded multitudes to the communion of their church. The 
leading religious opiniens embraced by the various denom- 
inations who, as stated above, are engaged in missionary 
undertakings, are those which were generally taught and 
embraced at the reformation from popery: and in which 
the trinity and equality of persons in the undivided God- 
head—the deep depravity of man by nature—the imputed 
righteousness of Christ, as the only meritorious cause of a 
sinner’s just}fication in the sight of God—and the renovation 
of the human heart by the influences of the Holy Spirit of 
grace, as essentially necessarv to genuine holiness—form 
the prominent and commanding features of the whole sys- 
tem. It should be mentioned, however, that these doctrines 
are held with various modifications by the several Christian 
denominations that have been specified; and that the .IMe- 
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thodists, in particular, attribute more than the other sects 
to the agency of man in the work oi his saivation. 

The civil government of this country has never thrown 
any impediment in the way of missionary enterprizes, and, 
in sending missions to the Indians, it has even afforded 
some assistance. Some ol the officers of government have 
decidedly countenanced and encouraged the undertaking. 

The great difficulty with us is, to obtain men weil quali« 
fied for the office of missionaries, especially to the Indian 
tribes. ‘This has much circumscribed the efforts that might, 
and that probably would, otherwise have been made. We 
hope, at present, that there is reason to expect that this hin- 
derance will be diminished, if not wholly removed. 

From the statement new finished you will perceive, that 
in the United States of America, the Great Head of the 
church has put it into the hearts of many of his people to 
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labour, with diligence and earnestness, to extend the savor 
of their Redeemer’s name, among the ignorant, the desti- 
tute, and the vicious; that their success has already been 
‘encouraging, and that their future prospects are highly ani- 
mating. 

Allow us now to propose to you a few questions, to which 
we would solicit your answers, as soon as you may find 
leisure to make, and opportunity totransmit them. ‘he 
questions are the following—How long has your society 
existed ? What were the circumstances and motives that 
led to its institution? What are your leading religious 
principles? What obstacles or difliculties have you had to 
surmount? Have any opposed you by sishlie'y or by gov- 
ernmental interest ? What are your funds? What is the 
number of your missionaries ? Are they all men of educa- 
tion, or not? What instructions do you give to your mis- 
sionaries ? What are the places to which you have aire cady 
sent missions, and what other places do you contemplate 
for them? What has been your success hitherto? What are 
your hopes and prospects for the future? What advice can 
you give to us? By answers to these inquiries, and by any 
other useful remarks that you may think proper to make, 
you will greatly oblige us. 

We have nothing further to add, but our intreaties and 
our hopes that your prayers may be united with ours, and 
most fervently offered at the throne of grace, that God may 
give the heathen tohis son for an inheritance, andthe ut 
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8. The Moravian brethren, or society of the Unitas Fra- 
trum. Of this institution itwill be necessary to say but little, 
as their own account of the success of their missions is 
printed, and is well known to the Christian world. In this 
country they have not been less zealous than in other re- 
gions. Their labours among the Aboriginal nations of this 
continent have not only been unwearied, but probably more 
successful, than those of any other society of Christiais. 

9. The Baptists in the United States have been both zea- 
lous and successful in preaching the gospel among those who 
are perishing for lack of knowledge. On the frontiers of 
our country their exertions have been vigurous, and the 
effect of them great. They have not at present any person 
employed on an Indian mission. But among the black 
people in the southern part of the American union, they have 
a large number in the communion ef their church. In the 
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gularly organized churches, composed wholly or ch iefly 
oi the African race. They are also making arrangements 
to extend still more widely and systematically their mis- 
Sionary efforts. 

10. The Westlean or Arminian methodists have been 
second to none in zeal and industry, in carrying the guspel 
to all who are deprived of it, except the Indians. Ameng 
the blacks and the poor people of European descent, whe- 
ther in the interior, or on the borders of these states, perhaps 
none have been so frequently as they the pioneers of reli- 
gion ; and their ardent and unwearied exertions have ad- 
ded multitudes to the communion of their church. ‘The 
leading religious opiniens embraced by the various denom- 
inations who, as stated above, are engaged in missionary 
undertakings, are those which were generally taught and 
embraced at the reformation from popery: and in which 
the trinity and equality of persons in the undivided God- 
head—the deep depravity of man by nature—the imputed 
righteousness of Christ, as the only meritorious cause of a 
sinner’s just}fication in the sight of God—and the renovation 
of the human heart by the influences of the Holy Spirit of 
grace, as essentially necessary to genuine hélihess—iform 
the prominent and commanding features of the whole sys- 
tem. It should be mentioned, how ever, that these doctrines 
are held with various modifications by the several Christian 
denominations that have been specified ; and that the Me- 
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thodists, in particular, attribute more than the other sects 
to the agency of man in the work oi his saivation. 

The civil government of this country has never thrown 
any impediment in the way of missionary enterprizes, and, 
in sending missions to the Indians, it has even affoided 
some assistance. Some of the officers of government have 
decidedly countenanced and encouraged the undertaking. 

The great difficulty with us is, to obtain men weil quali« 
fied for the office of missionaries, especially to the Indian 
tribes. This has much circumscribed the efforts that might, 
and that probably would, otherwise have been made. We 
hope, at present, that there ; is reason to expect that this hin- 
derance will be diminished, if not wholly removed. 

_ From the statement new finished you will perceive, that 
in the United States of America, the Great Head of the 
church has put it into the hearts of many of his people to 
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dabour, with amIgEnce and earnestness, to extend the savor 
of their Redeemer’s name, among the ignorant, the desti- 
tute, and the vicious; that their success has already been 
‘encouraging, and that their future prospects are highly ani- 
mating. 

Allow us now to propose to you a few questions, to which 
we would solicit your answers, as soon as you may find 
leisure to make, and opportunity to transmit ‘them. | The 
questions are the following—How long has your society 
existed? What were the circumstances and motives that 
led to its institution? What are your leading religious 
principles ? What obstacles or difficulties have you had to 
surmount? Have any opposed you by writing, or by gov- 
ernmental interest? What are your funds? What is the 
number of your missionaries ? Are they all men of educa- 
tion, or not? What instructions do you give to your mis- 
sionaries ? What are the places to which you have alre cady 
sent missions, and what other places do you contemplate 
for them? What has been your success hitherto? Whatare 
your hopes oe prospects for the future? What advice can 
you give to us? By answers to these inquiries, and by any 
other useful remarks that you may think proper to make, 
you will greatly oblige us. 

We have nothing further to add, but our intteaticn and 
our hopes that your prayers may be united with ours, and 
most fervently offered at the throne of grace, that God may 
give the heathen tohis son for an inheritance, and the ut- 
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termost parts of the eatth for his possession: and that he 
may speedily become king of nations as he is king of saints. 
By order, and on behalf of the standing conamittte of 


missions. 
| ASHBEL GRE EN, Chairman. 


—s +o 

Tue committee addressed to the several Presbyteries 
which look to the Assembly for the management of their 
missionary concerns, a letter, of which the following is an 
extract :-— 

“© Missionaries for the frontiers—missionaries for the 
Indian tribes—and thé places or regions demanding mis- 
sionary labours—are the three articles, in regard to which 
information is solicited. 

Missionaries for the frontiers may be either licensed can- 
didates, or ordained ministers. But their characters and 
talents ought to be of the most unexceptionable kind. _Much 








will depend on this. It is a mistake to suppose that men 
of inferior qualifications will generally serve for missiona- 
ries. ‘They will serve better for stated pastors, in places 
regularly sapplied with the gospel. ‘Those who are to make 
the first impressions should be-calculated to make them fa- 
vourably ; and to rouse the inhabitants of the ungospelized 
parts of our country to attention, is of the utmost moment. 
To this work men of the most distinguished piety and abil- 
ity oughtto be sent. ‘They will be most likely to make the 
careless respect religion, and to engage them to lay to heart 
ihe things that belong to their everlasting peace. And as 
_ it 1s desirable that to other advantages, those derived from 
- years and standing inthe church should be added, it is much 
to be wished that some ordained ministers of the first repu- 
tation and influence, should be missionaries. 

Missionaries for the Indians are a great desideratum with 
the Assembly. The hope of contributing to send the gos- 
pel among the Heathen tribes, promptéd the liberality of 
many who have contributed most largely to the funds which 
the Assembly have at command ; and it was with deep re- 
gret that the last Assembly found that they had not a single 
candidate for an Indian Lagsion: If your Presbytery can 
nominate one who js well qualified, it will indeed be an im- 
portant acquisition. Piety, prudence, patience, and perse- 
verance, must be his qualifications. Other talents are here 
of less importance. Even the want of an academical edu- 
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eation, if he be a man of some general knowledge and, good 
understanding, is not material, at least it is not essential, 
in one who may go forth in the eharacter of a catechist. 
Places or regions calling for missionary labours, you are 
also requested to specify. Many of these are known alrea- 
dy ; more indeed than there are missionaries to supply, or 
funds to support the necessary missionaries, if they could be 
found. Yet as it is hoped that the funds will increase, and 
it is desirable that a complete view should be taken of the 
ortions of our country needing the instructions of the gos- 
pel, you will please fo notice such as lie more immediately 
under your observation; stating as particularly.as you can, 
the degree of their necessity, and mentioning only those 
whose necessity is considerable, and incapable of being sup- 


plied by. Presbyteries and synods.” 
ea 








NINTH GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
May 11, 12, and 13, 1803. 


a be ep 


Soromon describes the return of spring in terms equally 
applicable to the present season, both in a literal and spir- 
itual sense: ‘“ The winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone ; the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land.” The pleasures of spring naturally 
lead us to anticipate the joys of harvest; and it is deubly 
pleasing to the Christian mind to look forward, not only to 
a harvest in the world, but a richer harvest in the church. 
This is a pleasure new annually enjoyed by the members 
and friends of the Missionary Society ; for may we not ap- 
ply to them the animating words of our adorable Saviour— 
‘« Lift up your eyes and look on the fields ; for they are white 
already to harvest?” We cannot but indulge the cheering 
hope, that the seed of the word, which this Society, and 
other religious bodies, are sowing in various countries, will 
produce, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, a glorious har- 
vest of cénverted Heathens. Possessed of this hope, ites 
always with pleasure we present to our readers a detailed 
account of the anniversary Meetings of the Society. 
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The first public Meeting was at Surry Chapel, on Wed- 
nesday, the 11th of May. The prayersof the Established 
Church were read by the Rev. Mr. Hill; Mr. Weaver, of 
Shrewsbury, prayed before sermon ; Mr. Bottomley, of 
Scarborough preached on Rom. it. 7. * To them who, by 
patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and ho- 
nour, and immoriality, eternal life.” After the sermon,’ 
an extract from the Annual Report of the Directors was 
read by Mr. Burder,; for the general information of the Re-« 
ligious Public.—Mr. Humphries, of Hammersmith con- 
cluded with prayer. 

On Wednesday evening, Mr. Young. of Canterbury (not 
as formerly mentioned by mistake, of Ebley) preached at 
the Tabernacie, from Rom. xv. 20, 21. ‘ So have I strived 
to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I 
should build on another man’s foundation ; but as it is writ- 
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ten, To whom he was _ not spoken ofthe shalt see; and 
they that have not heard shall understand.” Mr. Fuller, of 
Kettering, prayed before sermon ; and Mr. Mautell, of 
Westbury, after it. 

On Thursday evening, at Tottenham-court Chapel, after 
the prayers of the Church, Mr. Gr. Ewing, of Glasgow, 


preached on Acts xvii. 30,31. ‘ And the times of this ig- 


norance, God winked at; but now commandeth ail men, 
every where, to repent ; because he hath appointed a day, 
in which he will judge the world in righteousness, by that 
man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given assur- 
ance unio all men, inthathe hath raised him from the dead.” 
Mr. Williams, of Birmingham, prayed before sermon ; and 
Mr. Wigton, from Scotland, after it. 

On Friday morning, the public service was at St. Paul’s 
Church, Shadwell. After prayers, which were read by the 
Rev. Mr. Winkworth, the Rev. Jeremiah Newell, Vicar 
of Great Missenden, and Perpetual Curate of Lee, Racks: 
preached from Acts xxii. 21. “ And he said unto me, Depart, 
for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” 

We have the pleasure to say, that these Sermons will be 
published at as early a period as possible, together with the 
Report at large, which wi'!l be found peculiarly interesting. 

Appropriate Hy mins, from the Missionary Collection, 
weresung atthe various places of worship ; and were given 
out by Messrs. Paul, Legret +, Thornton, Dunn, Sabine, 
M’ Ail, Kent, Philip, Arnold, Moreel, Tracy, Frome, Low- 
ell, and Hinxsman. 
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The Sacramental Festival, on Friday evening, at Zion- 
chapel, crowned the public religious services of the Anni- 
yersary. The ministers whoengagedin prayer and exhor- 
tation were Dr. Haweis, Mr. Collier, Mr. Cooke, Dr. Kemp, 
Mr. Ball, Mr. Bogue, and Mr. R. Hill, who closed the 
solemnity. A great number of ministers assisted in the 
distribution of the elements; among whom we recollect 
Messrs. Greatheed, Hopkins, Williams, of Stepney; Bick- 
erdyke, Brooksbank, Cockin, M‘All, Jackson, J. A. Knight, 
Jones, Towers, Ewing, J. Téowanend, Buck, Fowler, Platt, 
Weston, Knight, Adams, &c. The scenewas solemn and 
grand beyond description, and afforded a delightful resem- 
blance of that celestial place, where the union of all the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb shall be complete and everlasting. 

The namber of ministers who were collected from various 
parts of the kingdom, was thought to be greater than on anv 





former occasion; and such was the desire of the friends of 
the Society to enjay the public services, that the large chap- 
els, in which they were held, were crowded long before 
the time appointed ; and a great many were unable to pro- 
cure admiitance.—- This, we trust, may be considered as an 
indication that the desire of communicating the word of life. 
tothe Heathen, is a steady and increasing principle in the 
hearts of God’s people, and will continue te produce the 
- most energetic efforts for the good of mankind. Already 
has the Lord vouchsafed to smile on the sacred work ; and 
the Report of the Directors affords the most pleasing evi- 
dence that the labours of the Society have been far trom 
being fruitless. 

The Meetings of the Society for the dispatch of business 
were held at the usual time at Mr. Brooksbanks, in Staining | 
Lane.—The Thanks of the body were voted to the Direc. 
tors, to the Preachers, and to the Treasurer (Mr, Hardcas- 
tle) who was requested to continue his valuable services in 
that department. The Rev. George Burder was unani- 
amie Cheek Secretary to the Society, in the room of the 
late pious and useful Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, whose talents 
and influence contributed much to the first formation and 
gradual progress of the institution ; and whose deathis most 
sincerely Jamented by all who knew his uncommon worth. 

To accommodate a number of ftiends who attended at 
Shadwell-church on Friday morning, and who were to as- 
semble in the afternoon at Zion-chapel for business, a cold 
3 D 





a 
~ -~? ~_ 
— Pek ~ 
A CA TE eA I tye cme se ~ “ 


a 7 ae) ae “ 
ee: hee a 
Sn ee ee Wey at & ne aah yz 
s 
i 


# 


$04 Religious Intelligente. 


coilation was provided at Sun-tavern Fields, by the hospitat- 
ity of Mr. Sims: and about seventy persons enjoyed the 
social refreshment. 
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REPORT 
BY THE SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL 
IN SCOTLAND: 
From January 1802, to May 15, 1803. 


. 


+ 





yi He Public are already in possession ef several reports 
published by the Society for Propagating the Gospel at 
ficme, in which their proceedings for four years have been 
regularly related. For the satisfactien of those who have 
contributed to their support, and for the information of all 
their Christian brethren, thev now communicate the follow 





ing outline of these during the last year. 

In the Society’s last report, dated Dec. 1801, they in- 
formed their friends, that they had the prospect, by the bes 
ginning of the ensuing March, of engaging a very conside- 
rable number of labourers in addition to more than thirty 
formerly sent out; and that it was intended a number of 
these should go to Ireland. This prospect was realized. 
At the above period, fifteen missionaries were sent to Ire- 
land*, and thirty-seven into different parts of Scotland. 


Some of them , being acquainted with the Gaelic language, 


were stationed i in the High-lands. In July last, eighteen 
éthers were taken into the Society’ s service; so that the 
whole number Zent out, then exceeded one hundred, of 
whom ninety-eight had received education for the min ustry. 

A few of the number, not qualified for the work, have retir- 
ed from the service ; most of these, however, are engaged 
in teashing schools in different parts of this country and of 
Ireland. The rest continue labouring in the ministry of the 


~* The greater part of these were sent to the North of Ireland, and 
placed under the Ulster Society. Concerning them, Mr. Hamilton, of 
Armagh, in a letter dated from that place, March 14, 1803, says, “* At 
our septa of Committee on the 2nd of this month, we had'a good at- 
ten dance, and fromevery quarter the reports given into the Committee 
in writing were of the most pleasing and anin lating description. Our 
Lord has indged graciously owned the young men in their labours, and 
given them much ‘favou ir‘in the eyes of the people. Every piace was ear- 

nest to have their own preacher continued with them, and the young 

men seem well disposed to stay.” 





; 
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word, part under the Society, and others wholly supported 
by the people.to whom they preach.—'The Society have like- 
wise enjoyed, as formerly, the occasional assistance of mif-. 
isters from England, who have favoured them with their 
services as far as their stated labours onthe Lord’s day per- 
rhitted, ‘They have. also defrayed the charges of several 
pious ministers, indeed of as many as have applied for as-. 
sistatice, in various parts of Scotland, while itinerating in 
their respective neighbourhoods ; ; a method of diffusing the: 
knowledge of the truth, which, in many cases, has been at- 
tended with the happiest effects: —The Society continue to: 
distribute, gratis, catechisms and tracts in Gaelic and En- 
glish. 

~ Great care has been taken in selecting proper missiona~ 
ries, and in watching over the conduct of those. in the ser- 





vice of the Society. The good effects of their caution in 





this respect, they have hitherto experienced in avery re- 
markable manner ; for which, especially when they censider 
the number they have’ sent out, they desire to return un- 
feigned thanks to God. Indeed, the increasing solicitations 
for their missionaries from’ all parts of the country; which 
the Society exceedingly regret they are not as yet able to 
answer, sufficiently shew the general estimation in. which 
their labourers are held, and the favour the Lord has given 
them inthe eyesof the people. It is also-a pleasing testi- 
mony borne to their general plan. 

Although the Society cannot exert themselves so exten- 
sively as they could wish, or as circumstances require ; y et 
they have already been able pretty fully to explore the reli- 
gious state of tins country, almost every part of which, in- 
cluding Shetland, Orkney, and the Western Islands, has 
now been visited: by the preachers consected with them, 
In this extensive tract, itis now ascertained that there are 
several places where the uncotrupted: gospel had not been 
heard for many years. In such situations, however, the 
people have im general received: their visits. with thank ful- 


ness, and have eagerly solicited a renewal of them. 


By letters lately received from the preachers, it appears, 
that at almost every station some goodhas been done. At- 
tention to the gospel has been very generally excited, a visi- 
ble reformation has in many cases taken place}*and sinners 
have been converted from the error of their way. The So« 
sicty would willingly communicate to their Christian breth- 
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ren extracts from many of these letters; but as it would 
greatly exceed the bounds of this report, they content thems 
selves with subjoining accounts of four places, where it ap- 
pears that more than four hundred persons have been brought 
from darkness to light, a citcumstance which they are per- 
suaded will afford the liveliest joy to all those who love our 
Lord Jesus in sincerity. 

Together with these reports, they, as usual, give an abs 
stract of their annual receipt and expenditure. ‘They need 
scarcely repeat that they set out on the principle of laying 
up ne fund. To this they have steadily adhered. Being 
a religious society, supported by public contributions, they 


_ consider it their duty to continue thus to act; ‘They entire 


ly disapprove of that mode of management, by which the 
exertions of to-day are cramped by taking anxious thought 
for fo- “Morrow, which seems tobe a mistrusting of that grace 








Wilereby the Lord makes nis peopie to abound in the fruits 
of righteousness. If money subscribed fer the immediate 
service of the Redeemer be directly applied to its proper 
object, it is calculated to produce considerable effects: 
These effects, as they rejoice the heart, so they warm the 
zeal of all who have contributed. Their fellow Christians; 
who, in doubt perhaps, stood back at first, are now provok« 
ed to love and to similar good works; while such persons 
as have experienced the blessed effects derived from the 
enjoyment of the means of grace thus provided, become a 
new band enlisted, as it were, in the same cause, and ready 
io promote the same greatend. ‘The consequence of the 
whole is an increase Of like exertions; the talent subscribed 
is not buried, the current of liberality is neither checked 
nor diverted, more is every day brought intothe gospel trea- 
sury, and the money advanced is immediately applied to ite 
destined use. ‘Thus, no unnecessary burden is laid on the 
present generation; temptations occasioned by the posses: 
sion of an ample fund are not thrown in the way ; and con- 
tributors are not deluded by the vain imagination of being 
able to occupy their talents after death, or of working when 
the night ts come, but having served their day and genera: 
tion, and entered into rest, they gladly resign the concerns of 
his own kingdom to him who liveth and reigneth evermore: 
On these grounds this Society is persuaded, that the more 
speedily they can transfer the money intrusted to them from 
their hands to their Master’s service, by which, from being 
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a treasure on earth, it becomes a treasure in heaven, the 
more effectually they promote the advantage of the donors, 
the more faithfully they fulfil the charge committed to them, 
and the more surely and extensively they lay a foundation 
for future necessary supplies. Acting on such prificiples, 
and not hesitating to enter any new field of probable useful- 
ness, they have often indeed been reduced toa very small 
sum ; yet they have been upheld, and as their necessities 
were, so has been their support. They have at the same 
time considered it a duty to study as far as they consistently 
could, the most exact economy*, by which, together with 
always endeavouring to excite the people in different quar- 
ters to assist, according to their power, in supplying them- 
selves, they have hitherto carried on their extensive opera- 
tions, still the whole sum they have received from the 
beginning be only L. 2683: 5: 11. of which L. 356: 0:9 





has been paid for tracts, &c. distributed gratis. 

By means of this Society, the gospel has been gladly re- 
ceived in many remote villages where formerly no inquiry 
was made after it, and where the people were too poor to 
support a preacher ; but who now doing as much as they are 
able themselves, look to this Institution to make up what 
more is needful, and are abundantly supplied with the 
means of grace. Many of these must, of course, still depend 
on the Society’s aid, which, as far as they shall be enabled, 
they will continue to afford. As soon as more labourers can 
be procured, and provided it is the intention of the Society 
toextend, In the same mauner, its assistance to others, of 
which many stand so much in need. 

Stimulated, then by the state of the country, and by the 
success which has hitherto attended their operations, the 
Society determine, by the help of God, to double their dil- 
igence in the important work in which they are engaged. 
Flattering themselves that they have the confidence of their 
brethren, they think they have a strong claim on their atten- 
tion. The Society has been in existence only five years and 
ahalf. They have during that period, encountered many 
difficulties ; but they may venture to aflirm, that in few in- 
stances (to God be all the glory !) has more been done to 
promote the interests of the gospel, nor have attempts been 
followed with more remarkable success. ‘They earnestly 
solicit the attention of their brethren to what has been stated, 


* Not the smallest remuneration is ever given to any who hald offices. 
in the Society for their trouble, which is sometimes considerable. 
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and tothe communications hereto subjoined, fer they ate” 
fully persuaded, that, were Christians duly. to consider the 
utility of this institution, and the greatneed of such a society 
in Scotland, they would contribute to its support with mucit 
more liberality than they have hitherto done. 
Sy 
Intelligence communicated to the Secretary. 
My dear Sir, Dunkeld, April 14, 1803: 
I now sit down in ordér to answer your request; and while’ 
I do so, I cannot help expressing my fears, lest more should’ 
be said than may at last be found to stand thetrial. In read- 
ing the accounts which other societies have given of this’ 
kind, I have been often afraid, that they were exaggerated. 
The accounts of the Methodists, particularly, have appear- 
éd to me in this light, especially when I consider their slack- 
hess of dicipline. The rocks on which others have struck. — 
Sught io be cautiously avolded by us; for, not to say what 
evil may follow exaggeration in these things now, it will be 
an awiul disappointment to-us at last, if we find, that we 
have, upon too slender evidence, received as believers these 
whom the Lord will separate from his sheep, in that impor- 
tant day which awaits us all. ‘Though I thus express my 
fears, lest too much should be said in this way, and appear- 
ances rested upen instead of evidence, I am convinced from 
the example of the first believers, that it is our duty to ob- 
serve the doings of the Lord ; and also to make them known 
to others. All who love Jesus, and have a proper concern 
for precious souls, must rejoice to hear that the word has in 
any instance proved effectual. It caused great joy among 
the churches, when the apostles relate: to them the success 
' which the Lord was pleased to give them, in the various 
piaces where they. preached the word ; and it cannot fail to 
comfort the hearts of the Seciety, and encourage them to 
go on with renewed endeavours, when they hear how the 
Lord has blessed their attempts to promote his glory. 
From every thing that I can learn, this was a most des- 
titute place when the Society began its operations. It will 
not admit ofa doubt, that the gospel had not been faithfully 
preached for a long time past; and one circumstance was 
peculiarly unfavourable to a district inthe neighbourhood, . 
few of the old people understood the English, and so far as 
I can learn, their ministers could not speak Gaelic ; so that 
the poor people were in the grossest ignorance that you can 
imagine. ‘They went to church according to custom ; but 











Religious Intelligence. $99 


were as ignorant of what was said, as the votaries of Rome are 
when their priests perform mass in-@n unknown tongue. [ 
have had the best opportunity of knowing about many in this 
place, and havefound, notonly the old, who perhaps ceuld 
neither read norspeak English, butalso the young, who knew 
something of both, completely ignorant of the letter of the 
word except some passages which had been handed down 
time immemorial, by tradition, to sanction a variety of rites, 
evidently the fruits of the man of sin, which they observed 
with all the superstitious devotion of Roman catholics. 
The town might be said, at least as to seme of the people, to 
be something more enlightened ; butthe grossestignorance as 
to the need men have of a Saviour, and who that Saviour is, 
almost universally prevailed ; they indeed professed to know 
Ged, but in works they denied him.. There was, and still 





is. a meetine of thoce wha are called Claceites bere; a. 








onetime they were pretty numerous, and, I trust there were 
good people among them; but as far as I can judge, their 
religion chiefiy consisted in being very strict in observing 
the outworks of Christianity. ) | 

There was at one time a meeting of the Wesleyan Me- 
thodists here; and though, from what I have said above, 
you will see, that I de not readily credit their reports with 
regard to their converts, I have not the least doubt but a 
goodly number were brought to the knowledge of the truth 
by their means. - I have heard good accounts of many who 
were gone the way ofall the earth, before I came here ; and 
there are some with whom I am acquainted, who give de- 
cided évidence of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is.a considerable time since the meeting was given up, and 
the-few who remained, though they were in theaay, with 
regard to many things groped much in the dark. Some of 
them, however, have given evidence that they were disposed 
to receive the light as soon as it shone more clearly. 

There is another circumstance which I must not overlook, 
viz. that some, whe, in pursuit of daily bread, or with a 
view to get more insight into the trades, had gone to the 
low country, where the gospel was preached, were thereby 
led to Jesus. Atter they returned, they found themselves 
uncomfortable, but excused themselves for joining with their 
mother-church,.becausethey were so far removed from those 
societies which walked nearer the truth. I however find, 
that as soon as the gospel was preached here, they gave it 
their decided approbation, 
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Mr. Bogue of Gosport was the first itinerant who preach- 
ed here. I have heard of but one who was led to think serj- 
ously thatday. The Society afterwards senta great num- 
ber of preachers to this place, who occasionally laboured 
among the people with much success. 

You have already heard of Dowally, in the neighbourhood 
of Dunkeld. There were afew when I went there who had 
been benefited by our brethren. I advised them to begin a 
prayer meeting, which, I think, was the chief means of awak- 
ening the attention of that careless place. For some time 
there were some impressed at every meeting; for the peo- 
ple crowded in upon them, and as soon as they were impres- 
ed they immediately attended withus. Some say, that the 
time I have been speaking the word, the Lord was pleased 
to bless it to them, and I have every reason to believe, that 
mv labours have been countenanced for establishing the 





Lord's children. As to the work oi conversion here, the 
Lord has given me the honour of being the instrument ta 
many. Inconversing with people J have found, the Messrs 
Aikman, Haldane, Ewing, Innes, Garie, Hey from Bristol, 
and Hay who was at Mr. Innes’ class in Dundee, but hath 
entered into his rest, and perhaps others who just now es- 
cape my memory, have all been honoured as the means in 
the hand of the Spirit, by declaring the truth, of bringing 
poor sinners to Jesus. I have been as accurate as I could, 
and find, that (keeping off Moulin, and those who were 
brought to the knowledge of the truth by other means,) 
there have been one hundred and forty five, who have ex- 
perienced the powerof divine grace upon their souls,by means 
of the Society’s preachers, since Mr Bogue preached here, 
I only speak of those who either have been, or now are mem- 
bers with us. I have taken in those who have left us and gone 
to otherchurches. But I have great reason to believe that 
many have been benefited who have not come under my noe 
tice ; and some who have not joined us, give good evidence 
of having something of the truth, though they have not yet 
come into close conversation with me. I trust. I have not 
exceeded. in my statement. I have had no design to im- 
pose upon you or any, remembering that. the day will de- 
clare it. 


My dear sir, yours sincerely, for Jesus’ sake, 
Joun CAMPBELL. 


: (Pastor of the Church at Dunkeld.) 





